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The Nursing Experience Involving the Care of a Buerger’s 
Disease Patient Receiving Amputation

Hsueh-Ya Tsai, Chai-Yuan Lee, Yu-Ju Chen* 

 Department of Nursing, Chung Shan Medical University Hospital

* Reprints and Corresponding Author: Yu-Ju Chen
 Address: No. 110, Sec. 1, Jianguo N. Rd, Taichung 40201, 

Taiwan
 Tel: 886-4-24739595 ext 34952
 E-mail: csha673@csh.org.tw

This article reports the nursing of the physical problems, mental problems and obstacles to social adjustment 
in a 29-year-old male patient who had an unhealed foot ulcer and received amputation for Buerger’s disease. 
Nuring care was provided from May, 07, 2009 to June, 01, 2009. Gordon’s 11 functional health pattern 
assessment as well as methods such as physical assessment, interviews, observations, and listening skills 
were used to collect the relevant data. The patient’s nursing problems were high risk of infection, acute pain, 
knowledge defi cit, and body image disturbance. Nursing care include educating the patient on how to self-
treat his infected wound, provision of interventions to decrease pain including network, fl ap and drug, and the 
educating the patient about the cause and progression of the disease. In addition, the patient was encouraged 
to complete a smoking cessation program, allows the accompaniment of his parents and taught to accept 
changes in body image. The patient adapted to daily life, returned to his family and rejoined society.

Keywords: Buerger’s disease, amputation, nursing
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